
Beverley & East Riding Croquet Club 

Code of Good Practice 

Safeguarding Children and Vulnerable Adults 
 

Children attending the club must be accompanied by a parent/guardian, or by an adult 

approved of by the parent/guardian. In the case of visiting groups, children must be 

accompanied by their own Group Leader.  

The (Club) Local Safeguarding Officer must authorise (in writing) all croquet related 

activities for Under 18s to proceed.  

DBS certification for club members is required only if a single individual is providing 

'regulated activities' (frequently: 1x per week or more; intensively: 4+ days in 30; overnight). 

Members should not put themselves in the position of being alone with a young person or 

vulnerable adult and should ensure that they are always in the open or within sight or hearing 

of other adults when interacting with young people or vulnerable adults.  

Physical contact, "horseplay", taunting, suggestive comments or other potentially 

inappropriate behaviour should be avoided. If members observe this type of behaviour it 

should be challenged. If members observe this type of behaviour between members of a 

visiting group of children, it should be mentioned to the group leader.  

All members should make themselves familiar with the Safeguarding Policy, a copy of which 

is posted in the clubhouse and is available on the club website, www.beverleycroquet.org.uk 

(via Club page tab). 

Members are reminded that if a child or vulnerable adult reports an incidence of abuse to a 

member, the member should ensure that the conversation is,if possible, only continued in an 

area within sight of others and that he/she never gives a promise of secrecy.  

Reporting Procedure  

If any form of abuse is observed, suspected or reported to a member, it must be acted upon. 

An incident report form should be filled in and the (Club) Local Safeguarding Officer 

informed at the earliest opportunity. The Officer will then report the incident to the Club 

Chairman and together they will decide on the appropriate course of action – which may be to 

involve Police, Social Services or NSPCC. If the incident occurred while engaged in 

regulated activities under the auspices of the CA, the Officer will report the matter to the 

CA's National Safeguarding Officer, who will inform the CA's Honorary Secretary of any 

concerns.  

(Club) Local Safeguarding Officer: Deborah James, Tel 0777 277 8232. 

CA's National Safeguarding Officer: Ron Carter, mailto:mdr.roncarter@gmail.com,  

Tel 07973 239319. 

http://www.beverleycroquet.org.uk/
mailto:mdr.roncarter@gmail.com


Beverley & East Riding Croquet Club 

Safeguarding Policy for Children and Vulnerable Adults  
 

1 Definitions  

The 1989 Children's Act defines children as persons of less than 18 years of age. Vulnerable 

Adults are defined as persons aged 18 or over who:  

‘are in need of assistance by reason of mental, physical or learning disability, age or 

illness; and who are unable to take care of themselves or to protect themselves against 

significant harm or serious exploitation which may be occasioned by the acts or 

omissions of other people.’ 

References to children in this document should be taken to include vulnerable adults.  

2 Policy Statement  

The child's welfare is paramount and this organisation is committed to provide a safe place 

for children. All children have the right to protection from abuse. All suspicions and 

allegations of inappropriate behaviour will be dealt with. 

The club member with responsibility for Child Protection is Deborah James.  

3 Recognising Abuse  

This section explains briefly what child abuse is:  

3.1 What Is Child Abuse?  

Child abuse is a term used to describe ways in which children are harmed, usually by adults, 

and includes physical abuse, neglect, sexual abuse, emotional abuse, and bullying.  

3.1.1 Physical Abuse   

Physical abuse occurs where adults or other children: Physically hurt or injure children. Give 

children noxious substances (e.g. alcohol/drugs). 

3.1.2 Neglect   

Neglect includes situations in which adults: Consistently leave children unsupervised. Fail to 

ensure children are safe or expose them to unnecessary risk of injury. 

3.1.3 Sexual Abuse   

Children are sexually abused when adults or children use them to meet their own sexual 

needs. Examples: Unlawful intercourse. Inappropriate touching. Taking pornographic 

photographs.  

 

 

  



3.1.4 Emotional Abuse  

When children are:  

• Taunted or unnecessarily shouted at.  

• Subjected to undue criticism.  

• Put under unreasonable pressure to perform.  

3.1.5 Bullying  

May be carried out by adults or by other children: Bullying is deliberately hurtful behaviour 

usually repeated over a period of time. Any child can be a victim of bullying. More usual 

victims are shy, sensitive, anxious and insecure.  

4 Prevention of Abuse  

This section offers advice aimed at protecting children from abuse and members from false 

allegations: 

The club will point out to parents of Under-18s who take part in club activities that the club 

will take every possible care of children but they cannot be deemed to be in loco parentis in 

respect of children using club facilities. The exception to this will be if the young person is a 

member of a club team playing in an away match or tournament and the required permission 

form has been signed by the parent or guardian. 

4.1 Good Practice Guide  

Opportunities for abuse can be minimised, and members can be protected against allegations, 

by the use of good practice.  

Except for essential training purposes, or in exceptional cases to treat or prevent injury, 

minimise time spent alone with children. Do not take children alone in a car. Do not take 

children to your home. Where these situations are unavoidable ensure they only occur with 

the authority of the child's parents or a responsible person within the club. Children should be 

accompanied by their parents at all times either on the lawns or in the clubhouse. Any photos 

taken of children with club members must include their parents in the image. 

4.2 You Should Never make suggestive comments to a child. Fail to act upon allegations 

made by a child. Engage in physical or sexually provocative games. Engage in inappropriate 

touching. 

5 What to do if there are allegations of abuse  

Where there is an allegation of abuse against a member, there may be three types of 

investigation: A criminal investigation (police). A child protection investigation (social 

services). A disciplinary or misconduct investigation (club/CA).  

5.1 Action if a child complains she/he is being abused  

5.1.1 Always Stay calm.  

Ensure the child is safe and feels secure. Tell the child you are taking the complaint seriously. 



Be honest; explain you will have to tell somebody else, emphasising that this will be on a 

'need to know' basis. 

Document what the child has said as soon as possible - handwritten accounts should be made 

(use Safeguarding Record, on file). In the event that these are subsequently typed up always 

keep the original handwritten copy with it. 

Report the matter: to the (Club) Local Safeguarding Officer, Deborah James, 0777 277 8232; 

to the police if you think the child is in immediate danger; to the local authority Child 

Protection team; and to the CA's National Safeguarding Officer (if the incident occurred 

while undertaking a regulated activity under the auspices of the CA), who will inform the 

CA's Honorary Secretary of any concern. 

5.1.2 Never Rush into actions.  

Do not promises you cannot keep. Do not ask inappropriate questions. Take sole 

responsibility.  

5.1.3 Why should I intervene?  

Taking the correct action about abuse is never easy. You may be upset about what the child 

has said or you may worry about the   consequences of your actions. One thing is certain: you 

cannot ignore abuse. The effects of abuse on children can be devastating. 

5.1.4 Recording information  

Do not start an investigation. Remember that unnecessary interviews with a child may 

prejudice a police enquiry. Record basic information (see point 5.1.1 Always). Consider 

environment carefully if recording information. Ensure another adult is present. Avoid 

touching the child. 

6 Written Parental/Guardian Consent  

Where a child is to take part in an away match or event, a written parental consent form 

should be obtained. Likewise, if photographs are to be taken for training purposes or 

publication the parent/guardian's permission must be obtained and no addresses, emails or 

telephone numbers must be publicised.  

7 Safety and Wellbeing  

Our responsibilities as members of Beverley & East Riding Croquet Club extend to the wider 

safety and wellbeing of all children and vulnerable adults within the club. Even if no 

complaint or allegation has been made, members are encouraged to follow these procedures 

whenever an incident occurs that gives rise to concern about safety or wellbeing.  

8 CA Child Protection Officer  

The CA's National Safeguarding Officer is Ron Carter, mailto:mdr.roncarter@gmail.com, 

07973 239319. Please contact him with any queries and report any allegations to him if the 

incident occurred while undertaking an activity under the auspices of the CA, including 

Yorkshire Federation matches.  

mailto:mdr.roncarter@gmail.com


The CA's Child Safeguarding Policy, and supporting documentation, is available 

on the CA website, www.croquet.org.uk 

All club members have been alerted to this policy/updates. A copy of the policy is posted in 

the clubhouse and is available on the club website, www.beverleycroquet.org.uk (via Club 

page tab). 
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